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competitive applications for a written 
authorization. 

Responsible Official. The Forest Serv-
ice line officer who has the delegated 
authority to make and implement a de-
cision that may be appealed under this 
part. 

Responsive statement. The document 
filed by the Responsible Official with 
the Appeal Deciding Officer that ad-
dresses the issues raised and relief re-
quested in an appeal. 

Revocation. The cessation, in whole or 
in part, of a written authorization, 
other than a grazing permit or an in-
strument for the disposal of mineral 
materials, by action of Responsible Of-
ficial before the end of the specified pe-
riod of occupancy or use. 

Solicited applicant. An individual or 
entity that has submitted a competi-
tive application in response to a pro-
spectus. 

Suspension. A temporary revocation 
or cancellation of a written authoriza-
tion. 

Termination. The cessation of a writ-
ten authorization by operation of law 
or by operation of a fixed or agreed- 
upon condition, event, or time as speci-
fied in the authorization, which does 
not require a decision by a Responsible 
Official to take effect. 

Written authorization. A term grazing 
permit, plan of operations, special use 
authorization, mineral material con-
tract or permit, or other type of writ-
ten instrument issued by the Forest 
Service or a lease or permit for 
leasable minerals issued by the U.S. 
Department of the Interior that au-
thorizes the occupancy or use of Na-
tional Forest System lands or re-
sources and specifies the terms and 
conditions under which the occupancy 
or use may occur. 

§ 214.3 Parties to an appeal. 
Parties to an appeal under this part 

are limited to the holder, operator, or 
solicited applicants who are directly 
affected by an appealable decision, in-
tervenors, and the Responsible Official. 

§ 214.4 Decisions that are appealable. 
To be appealable under this part, a 

decision must be issued by a Respon-
sible Official in writing and must fall 
into one of the following categories: 

(a) Livestock grazing. (1) Modification 
of a term grazing permit issued under 
36 CFR part 222, subpart A. Issuance of 
annual operating instructions does not 
constitute a permit modification and is 
not an appealable decision; 

(2) Suspension or cancellation, other 
than cancellation resulting from the 
permittee’s waiver to the United 
States, of a term grazing permit issued 
under 36 CFR part 222, subpart A; 

(3) Denial of reauthorization of live-
stock grazing under a term grazing per-
mit if the holder files an application 
for a new permit before the existing 
permit expires; or 

(4) Denial of a term grazing permit to 
a solicited applicant under 36 CFR part 
222, subpart C. 

(b) Minerals. (1) Approval or denial of 
an initial, modified, or supplemental 
plan of operations or operating plan; 
requirement of an increase in bond cov-
erage; requirement of measures to 
avoid irreparable injury, loss, or dam-
age to surface resources pending modi-
fication of a plan of operations or oper-
ating plan; or issuance of a notice of 
noncompliance pursuant to 36 CFR 
part 228, subpart A or D, or part 292, 
subpart D, F, or G; 

(2) Approval or denial of an operating 
plan, issuance of a notice of noncompli-
ance, or extension, suspension, or can-
cellation, other than cancellation by 
mutual agreement, for or of contracts, 
permits, or prospecting permits for 
mineral materials issued under 36 CFR 
part 228, subpart C; 

(3) Approval or denial of a surface use 
plan of operations, request to supple-
ment a surface use plan of operations, 
suspension of oil and gas operations, or 
issuance of a notice of noncompliance 
pursuant to 36 CFR part 228, subpart E; 

(4) Consent or denial of consent to 
the U.S. Department of the Interior’s 
administration of previously issued 
leases or permits for leasable minerals 
other than oil and gas resources; 

(5) Suspension or revocation of an op-
erating plan for Federal lands within 
the Sawtooth National Recreation 
Area pursuant to 36 CFR part 292, sub-
part D; 

(6) Suspension of locatable mineral 
operations on National Forest System 
lands within the Hells Canyon National 
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